
Don’t Ask Where I’m From, Ask Where I’m Local 

 

Aim 

To foster the reflection of the participants on the issue of belonging and various elements  

that shape our sense of belonging, including the role of environment, people and culture. 

 

Preparation and materials 

The activity is based on the TED Talk of writer and photographer Taiye Selasi. The talk can  

be found and downloaded on the website www.ted.com. You will need a computer, 

speakers, a projector and a screen. 

 

Time 

90 minutes 

 

Instructions 

Open the activity by asking the participants a question: Where are you from? Participants 

should respon one by one. Write down their answers on the board, or ask someone to help 

you with that. Use those answers as inputs for further discussion. Then let them watch the 

TED Talk of Taiye Selasi. After the speech ask the participants to write a text that would 

answer to the question: Where are you local? The participants can decide about the form. 

Texts are shared with a larger group and discussion on issues su as self-awareness, identity 

in connection with rituals, relationships and restrictions defined by Taiye Sel 

in the talk should follow. 

 

Questions for reflection 

1. Where are you from and where are you local? 

2. Which question would you ask when you meet someone new? 

3. Do you feel a sense of belonging to the place where you live and the people around 

you? 

4. What helps us to develop sense of belonging to a place or group of people? 

5. Do you think that people can belong to more than one place? 

6. What do you most connect with? Why? 

 


